N 1 April 1959 the Advisory Com- 
ee of the Center for Applied Lin- 
ics held its first meeting. A year 
almost to the day, on 7 April 1960, 
Advisory Committee will hold its reg- 
spring meeting. At the time of the 
meeting, the Center occupied two 
s, it had a full-time staff of two, 
the first issue of the Linguistic Re- 
Jer was in press. At the meeting of 
pril 1960, the Center will be occupy- 
even rooms, it will have a full-time 
of eight, and Volume II, No. 2 of the 
orter will be ready for distribution. 
he staff looks back on the accom- 
hments of the fourteen months, the 
se of development now seems to have 
a natural, step-by-step process, al- 
gh at every stage we felt almost over- 
med by the rapid and largely un- 
ned expansion of activities. 
e background of the Center’s crea- 
and its specific aims were explained 
ol. I, No. 1 of the Reporter. The 
nt in this issue brings the story of 
enter up to date. 


The Center is Established 


n 16 February 1959 the Center opened 
loors for business at the present ad- 
s, the fifth floor of the American 
mcil on Education building at 1785 


1346 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
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ector Reviews Year’s Expansion 


By Charles A. Ferguson 


Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., a location 
that has offered many advantages, includ- 
ing the presence in the same building of 
the Committee on International Exchange 
of Persons of the Conference Board of 
Associated Research Councils. The total 
full-time staff of the Center consisted of 
Dr. Raleigh Morgan, Jr., Associate Direc- 
tor of the Center, formerly Chairman, 
Department of French at North Carolina 
College, and Cultural Affairs Officer, U.S. 
Embassy, Bonn, and Miss Nora M. 
Walker, formerly Staff Assistant at the 
School of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Serv- 
ice Institute. (See Vol. I, No. 1 of the 
Reporter.) 
Spring 1959 
The Policy Lines Are Laid 

The period from 16 February until 1 
April was a period of planning and prep- 
aration, although even at that time the 
heavy load of correspondence began, with 
queries of all sorts being directed to the 
Center. In April the Reporter made its 
appearance, and the Advisory Committee 
gave its approval to the plans the staff 
had made. 

In May the Center conducted a three- 
day conference on the teaching of English 
abroad, attended by over eighty special- 
ists. The proceedings of this series of 
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American University 
Offers New Program 


Ford Grant Permits Teacher 
Training for English 
As Foreign Language 

By Raleigh Morgan, Jr. 


A eis American University, Washington, 
D.C. offered for the first time this Fall, its 
M.A. degree program with specialization 
in the teaching of English as a foreign 
language. This program, made possible by 
a grant from the Ford Foundation, is 
administered by the recently organized 
Department of Languages and Linguistics 
under the guidance of Professor Hugo 
Mueller. 


Professor Mueller emphasizes the fact 
that the program expects to train persons 
in the field of English as a foreign lan- 
guage who will possess a good foundation 
in linguistics, methodology of language 
teaching, and cultural anthropology. It 
is hoped that such training will produce 
effective teachers, who know how to adapt 
or develop material according to linguis- 
tic principles and how to convey cultural 
information in a systematic way through 
language teaching. 

See American U., 4, Col. 1 
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meetings are being published and should be available by the time 
this issue is in print. The conference, which was carried out jointly 
with the United States Information Agency and in cooperation with 
the British Council, inaugurated in a very definite way several of 
the general policies of the Center: the international cooperation, 
cooperation with United States government agencies, and the bring- 
ing together of persons concerned with the same or closely related 
fields of applied linguistics. 

The Center’s policy of international cooperation has continued, 
for example, with the survey of second language teaching which it 
is carrying out in cooperation with British, French and other organi- 
zations. The Center conducted small working conferences on this 
project in London in November 1959 and in January 1960. The 
Reporter has over 300 subscribers abroad. 

The Center has cooperated with a number of United States govern- 
ment agencies, such as the Language Development Section of the 
Office of Education (Department of Health, Education, and Wel- 
fare), the English Teaching Branch of the United States Informa- 
tion Agency, and the School of Languages of the Foreign Service 
Institute (Department of State). The biggest example of this is the 
Center’s two-year contract with the Office of Education to produce 
contrastive structure analyses of English and the five “commonly 
taught” languages: French, German, Italian, Russian, and Spanish. 
Twelve persons, four of them full-time, are working on this project: 
several of the linguists on the project are outside the U.S.A. Equally 
important examples of this policy are the working conferences which 
have been called by the Center on particular problems (such as 
English teaching in Italy, textbooks for Middle Eastern languages) 
and have been, attended by interested people from the academic 
world and government agencies. These conferences have sometimes 
been paid for under government contracts, more often from the 
Center’s own limited operating budget. 

The policy of bringing together people in the applied linguistics 
field who either do not know one another or do not see one another 
often enough has worked through interviews, informal lunches, and 
small conferences such as those already mentioned. One very useful 
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ans has proved to be the holding of 
eptions for about 100 people. The first 
the Center’s receptions was held in con- 
ction with the May conference, and in 
dition to the conference participants a 
mber of men and women in the Wash- 
ston area were invited who represented 
portant programs in linguistics, lan- 
age teaching, or administration of re- 
ed government programs. A second re- 
tion was given at the time of the 
»vember meeting of our Advisory Com- 
ttee. On that occasion we invited also 
mbers of the Screening Committee of 
aa for grants in English teaching 
_ linguistics, which was meeting in 
ington the following day. The third 
eption of this kind is planned for the 
ening of April 7, again in connection 
in a meeting of our Advisory Commit- 
es time participants in the annual 
etown Round Table Conference, 
ec huled for April 8 and 9, will also be 

ent. 


Summer 1959—The Staff Grows 
On 1 July 1959 the Director assumed 
-time responsibilities at the Center and 
p steady expansion of office space and 
ff began. 
Miss Emilie True, who is now an eve- 
g student at Georgetown University, 
ed the staff in July, and in addition 
her work in setting up the “vertical 
is” on languages, countries, and institu- 
ns and her research and editorial work 
inected wtih various reports of the Cen- 
she has carried a heavy load of gen- 
1 typing and clerical duties. 
Dr. William W. Gage, author of an 
ish textbook for Vietnamese, was 
ded to the staff in August for linguistic 
arch, primarily for the contrastive 
ucture project. In September Miss 
ue Ohannessian (M.A. in education 
| M.A. in linguistics) , an experienced 
cher of English as a foreign language, 
ned the Center to head its educational 
sram, and turned her energies first of 
the build-up of the Center's library 
d our bibliography project. This proj- 
os ing done in collaboration with the 
tish Council, aims at the amalgamation 
d bringing up to date of existing bibli- 
phies in the field of English as a 
ond language, using the well-known 
volume as the starting-point. 


e last addition to the professional 
in 1959 was Miss Felicia E. Harben 
in linguistics), who in October 
to work on special projects. She has 
spending almost all of her time on 
ties connected with the survey of 
language teaching mentioned 
and on activities related to it. 


Frank Soriano is assisting very ably 
library and bibliography work at 


, 1960 


the Center, but our clerical and secretarial 
staff has suffered from rapid turnover, and 
we have several vacancies in this area. 


Fall/Winter 1959-60 
Production Gets Underway 

The first regular publication of the 
Center was the reading list “Selected 
Books for Teachers of English as a For- 
eign Language, and Some Sample Text- 
books”, by Miss Ohannessian. This has 
been followed by a series of reports and 
quick-reference materials. Many of these 
have been for limited circulation only, 
but those for general distribution are 
listed in the Book Notices section of this 
issue. 

During this period the number of meet- 
ings held by the Center or attended by 
staff of the Center rose sharply. In De- 
cember, for example, there were seven 
staff trips to New York and the Center was 
represented at five meetings of profes- 
sional societies. In addition, the Center 
brought consultants to Washington for six 
small conferences on such different items 
as a film script for teacher training and 
a USIA textbook project. 


a 


Michigan Announces 
Near Eastern Studies 


Five-University Program Will 
Be in Summer 1960 


Doane the 1960 Summer Session 
(June 20-August 13), the University of 
Michigan is the host institution to a Five 
University Summer Program of Near East- 
ern Languages agreement entered into by 
Columbia, Harvard, Johns Hopkins, 
Princeton, and Michigan Universities. 

The University will offer, during the 

Summer, intensive language courses in 
Arabic, Persian, and Turkish. Also offered 
will be a number of supplementary courses 
designed to improve the competence of 

a) students in Near Eastern languages 
who require further concentrated 
study of language and/or linguistics; 

b) present teachers of Near Eastern 
languages; 

c) students interested in the Near 
Eastern area (disciplinary and inter- 
disciplinary courses) ; 

See Michigan, 4, Col. 3 
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Degree Requirements 
The M.A. program is open to students 
who have completed a B.A. or B.S. degree 
and policy is to have a maximum of 
twenty students each year. During the 
first year of operation, the program had 
17 students enrolled of which seven were 
full-time and ten part-time. During the 
first semester seven of this group held tui- 
tion grants and the number was increased 

to ten during the second semester. 


To qualify for the degree of Master of 
Arts in Linguistics the candidate must 
complete a minimum of 30 hours of gradu- 
ate credit, twenty-four of which must be 
taken at American University, and he 
must pass comprehensive examinations. 
According to a university announcement, 
course sequences are available in four 
areas: Theoretical Linguistics, Applied 
Linguistics, Anthropology, and American 
Civilization. 


Course Sequences 
The Linguistics sequence includes prin- 
ciples of linguistics, phonetics and pho- 
nemics, morphology and syntax, history ot 
linguistics, seminar in linguistics, history 
of the English language, and modern 
American English. 


The seminar in linguistics has no fixed 
subject content and it deals with theoreti- 
cal and practical problems in the scientific 
study of language, methodology in lin- 
guistic research, and critical evaluation of 
papers on linguistic subjects. Some years 
the course will be devoted mainly to field 
methods in linguistics, thus giving the stu- 
dents an opportunity to work with a 
native speaker of an unfamiliar language. 
The seminar may be substituted for the 
six hours out of the total thirty, which 
have been alloted to the thesis. Students 
may thus choose to elect the seminar for 
six hours or the seminar for three hours 
and a case study for three hours. 


Applied Linguistics 

While the courses in theoretical lin- 
guistics were normally available at the 
University prior to the new program, the 
methodology sequence is entirely new as 
instituted by Professor Mueller. A one 
year sequence will begin with Applied 
Linguistics: Methodology of Foreign Lan- 
guage Teaching and end with Teaching 
English as a Foreign Language. The 
course description for Applied Linguistics 
reveals that students will be taught, dur- 
ing the first semester, the principles under- 
lying the structural method of language 
teaching, the application of linguistics in 
the preparation of drill material, the 
planning of courses and the use of audio- 
visual aids. The second course will be 
concerned with methods of teaching Eng- 
lish as a foreign language, the develop- 


ment of teaching materials, the discussion 
of textbooks, lesson planning. Demonstra- 
tion classes will also be part of the course. 


Related Fields 
In Anthropology, students may elect 
the following courses: Cultural Analysis, 
Cultural Influences upon the Individual, 
and Language and Culture. In American 
Civilization, students may elect the Semi- 
nar in American Civilization which will 
cover a wide range of cultural aspects of 

contemporary United States. 


The faculty offering courses in the pro- 
gram include, in addition to Professor 
Mueller, Doctors Kenneth L. Croft, David 
Harris, Harry Freeman, Ralph H. Gabriel, 
Lawrence Krader, Harvey C. Moore and 
Raleigh Morgan, Jr. 


Requests for further information and 
application forms should be directed to 
the Department of Languages and Lin- 
guistics, the American University, Wash- 
ington 16, D.C. 


Did You Know That... 


UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY 

The University of Sydney, Australia, 
has a course in teaching English as a 
foreign language, covering general pho- 


netics, phonemics, lesson development, 
and the like. 


YUYAN YANJIU 

The Chinese linguistic journal Yiiydn 
Yanjiti, published in Peking, has appeared 
since 1956 and it has concerned itself with 
both theoretical and applied linguistics. 


NATIONAL SCIENTIFIC 
LABORATORIES 

National Scientific Laboratories, 2010 
Massachusetts Ave., N.W., Washington, 
D.C., has urgent need of three scientific 
linguists, with a knowledge of French or 
Spanish, to teach English to foreigners 
abroad. 
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d) teachers of substantive (“are 
courses dealing with the Near I 

and related regions—especially tl 

in small colleges who are giving 
struction on the area without b 

fit of similarly interested colleag 

or adequate library facilities. 


Course Offerings 
The program will offer courses in” 
guages of the Near East in theoretical 
applied linguistics and in area stuc 
Language courses will include Mod 
Standard Arabic, Colloquial Egyp 
Arabic, Persian and Turkish. In theo; 
cal linguistics, students will be off 
Introduction to Linguistic Science, 
to the Near Eastern field, and a S 
in Languages of the Near East. 
applied field, one offering is Teach 
Near Eastern languages. Here the em 
sis will be on Arabic and methodol 
will be illustrated by demonstration cl: 
and by the analysis of texts. In 
sequence, a Workshop in Arabic is al 
offered and is restricted to experience 
teachers and to those holding the | 
torate. q 


Area Studies 
Area courses in several academic dis 
plines cover economic conditions, politic 
institutions, modern history, Euro 
relations of the Middle East. Two i 
disciplinary seminars are to treat researc 
problems and methods, on the one han 
teaching materials and methods or 
other. 


Fellowships 

Several types of fellowships are availab 
for study at the Institute. The Five-Ui 
versity program itself provides stipe 
for students and teachers desirous of té 
ing intensive language course. Gradual 
students and experienced language 
ers are eligible for fellowship grants und 
the National Defense Education Act. G 
lege teachers, who teach or plan to tea 
area courses on the Near East, may aj 
for fellowships allotted for that purp 
by the Joint American Council of Learn 
Societies-Social Science Research Coun 
Committee on the Near and Middle Ea 

/ 


Staff 
Faculty for the program will includ 
James A. Bellamy, Majed Sa’id, Ma 
Cowell, M. T. Dresden, J. Stewart Robi 
son, O. L. Chavarria-Aguilar, Charles | 
Ferguson, P. J. Vatikiotis, John B. Ke 
A. S. Ehrenkreutz, William D. Scho 
and others. ; 
All persons interested in this progr 
or in fellowships and stipends should 4 
dress inquiries to Professor George ¢ 
eron, Department of Near Eastern Studi 
University of Michigan, Ann 
Michigan. 
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